
PLD Summer Reading Book List: 2018 
 

Before You Begin: The 2018 Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Summer Reading program strives to present current, 
relevant, and/or high-interest literature to a young adult audience. Our goal is to encourage our students to choose books 
both appropriate for and interesting to them, to read for pleasure, and to demonstrate their reading comprehension at a 
high level of thinking. This list consists of books that have won numerous state and national awards plus some classics or 
modern classic texts. Some titles may contain content that is mature in nature or that may be objectionable to some 
families. We recommend using resources such as the Lexington Public Library or accessing reviews on websites such as 
Amazon.com to make informed decisions when selecting specific books.  
 
Classic 

● Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  
Holden Caulfield , knowing he is about to be dropped by his school, leaves and goes underground in New York 
City for three days. He is not specific about his location while he’s telling his story, but he makes it clear that he is 
undergoing treatment in a mental hospital.  
 

● Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut  
Centering on the infamous firebombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim, a World War II veteran and POW, drifts 
through all events and history, sometimes deeply implicated, sometimes a witness. Struggling to find some 
purpose, order or meaning to his existence and humanity's, Pilgrim’s life changes when he meets the beauteous 
and mysterious Montana Wildhack.  

 
● The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a 
day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed 
to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an 
age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are viable.  
*For mature readers.  

 
● Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 

Tita, the youngest daughter of the house, has been forbidden to marry, condemned by Mexican tradition to look 
after her mother until she dies. But Tita falls in love with Pedro, and he is seduced by the magical food she cooks. 
In desperation, Pedro marries her sister Rosaura so that he can stay close to her, so that Tita and Pedro are forced 
to circle each other in unconsummated passion. Only a freakish chain of tragedies, bad luck and fate finally 
reunite them against all the odds. 
 
 

Non-Fiction 
 

● The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley and Malcolm X 
Through a life of passion and struggle, Malcolm X became one of the most influential figures of the 20th Century. 
In this riveting account, he tells of his journey from a prison cell to Mecca, describing his transition from hoodlum 
to Muslim minister.  
 
 
 
 



● The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride 
Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in 
her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician and son, explores his mother's past, as 
well as his own upbringing and heritage. 
 

● Outcasts United by Warren St. John  
The extraordinary story of a refugee soccer team and the transformation of a small American town. Clarkston, 
Georgia, was a typical Southern town until it was designated a refugee settlement centre in the 1990s, becoming 
home to scores of families in flight from the world's war zones—from Liberia and Sudan to Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 
● A Pearl in the Storm by Tori Murden McClure 

During June 1998, Tori McClure set out to row across the Atlantic Ocean by herself in a twenty-three-foot 
plywood boat with no motor or sail. Within days she lost all communication with shore, but nevertheless she 
decided to keep going.  
 

Fiction 
● Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League—but none of that matters to the police officer 
who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of 
his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
for answers. But do they hold up anymore? 

 
● Isla and the Happily Ever After by Stephanie Perkins  

Love ignites in the City That Never Sleeps, but can it last? Hopeless romantic Isla has had a crush on introspective 
cartoonist Josh since their first year at the School of America in Paris. And after a chance encounter in Manhattan 
over the summer, romance might be closer than Isla imagined. But as they begin their senior year back in France, 
Isla and Josh are forced to confront the challenges every young couple must face. 
 

● Armada by Ernest Cline  
Zack Lightman has spent his life dreaming. Dreaming that the real world could be a little more like the countless 
science-fiction books, movies, and videogames he’s spent his life consuming. But hey, there’s nothing wrong with 
a little escapism, right? He knows that here in the real world, aimless teenage gamers with anger issues don’t get 
chosen to save the universe. And then he sees the flying saucer.  
 

● The Luckiest Girl Alive by Jessica Knoll 
As a teenager at the prestigious Bradley School, Ani FaNelli endured a shocking, public humiliation that left her 
desperate to reinvent herself. Now, with a glamorous job, expensive wardrobe, and handsome blue blood fiancé, 
she’s this close to living the perfect life she’s worked so hard to achieve. But Ani has a secret. 
 

 
● The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

The mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. 
His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. 
 
 

● The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. 
Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. 



It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is 
underway - a duel between two young magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood 
expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. 

 
● The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy 
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the 
fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer.  
 

● Turtles All the Way Down by John Green  
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but there’s a 
hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So 
together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis. 

 
● Kids of Appetite by David Arnold  

Victor Benucci and Madeline Falco have a story to tell. It begins with the death of Vic’s father. It ends with the 
murder of Mad’s uncle. The Hackensack Police Department would very much like to hear it. But in order to tell 
their story, Vic and Mad must focus on all the chapters in between. 

 
● After Dark by Haruki Murakami  

At its center are two sisters—Eri, a fashion model slumbering her way into oblivion, and Mari, a young student 
soon led from solitary reading at an anonymous Denny’s toward people whose lives are radically alien to her own. 
These “night people” are haunted by secrets and needs that draw them together more powerfully than the differing 
circumstances that might keep them apart. 
 

● Need by Joelle Charbonneau 
One by one, the teens in Nottawa, Wisconsin, join the newest, hottest networking site and answer one question: 
What do you need? A new iPhone? Backstage passes to a concert? In exchange for a seemingly minor task, the 
NEED site will fulfill your request. Everyone is doing it. So why shouldn’t you? Kaylee Dunham knows what she 
needs—a kidney for her sick brother.  

 
● None of the Above by IW Gregorio 

What if everything you knew about yourself changed in an instant? Homecoming queen Kristin Lattimer has a 
hard enough time dealing with her body, but her visit to the doctor reveals a difficult truth, Kristin is intersex, 
which means that though she looks like a girl, she has male chromosomes, not to mention boy "parts" and after 
her diagnosis is leaked to the whole school, her identity is thrown into question. 
 

 
 


